The alpaca is a single-coated fiber producing member of the camelid family, with an alert, inquisitive nature. The alpaca exhibits a wide range of natural colors, from white to black, and a multitude of color patterns.  The alpaca’s look begins with the head. The ears are shaped like an arrowhead and are erect.  The muzzle is soft and wedge shaped.  Head and neck make up about 1/3 of the height.  Neck is straight and near upright.  Back is straight or slightly convex, ending in a broad rump sloping slightly downward to a low-set and straight tail.  In profile the alpaca is squared off on four strong legs that are well-covered with fiber to the toes. The animal is graceful and proud in appearance with an upright stance and moves with fluidity

Huacaya and suris are distinguished primarily by fiber characteristics.  Huacaya fleece stands perpendicular to the skin, with groups of fibers bunching together into staples or locks.  The staples have crinkle or crimp along their entire length.  Suri fleece is straight and hangs close to the body, with a distinct part along the topline.  Fibers are also grouped into locks resembling tassels.  The wool cap on both types is dense, but maintain the same character as the blanket (upright in huacaya and draping the brow of suris).

Suri have longer ears and straighter toplines than huacaya, these differences are accentuated by the different character of the fleece.

