Conformational Traits
Balanced Profile 
The alpaca should have legs, neck, and body in proper proportion to ensure good fluid movement, health and longevity.

Neck

The neck should be of sufficient length to allow grazing. The neck should be 2/3rds the length of the back and equal to the length of legs. Neck is long and slender and continues directly from the line of the backbone, blending smoothly down from the head into  the shoulder.

Scapula to Pin Bone 
The topline is straight, strong, and slightly convex  to ensure health and longevity. The height of the pin bone is equal to the height of the shoulders with good space between the pin bones. 

Body Capacity 
      The alpaca should have good body capacity allowing for lung expansion and       

cria development. The chest is broad and deep. The body is deep through the girth with well sprung ribs. The loins are broad, strong and flat with the back barrel large and deep. 

Front Legs 
Front legs are strong and straight with 2 toes pointing forward and with sloping pasterns allowing proper tracking and easy gait. The front legs should be straight with the joints aligned to a perpendicular plumb from the shoulder. 

Back Legs 
Hind legs are strong and relatively straight with generally forward facing toes, two per foot. Correct angulation facilitates an even stride length and width with two distinct tracks. The hind legs are straight and parallel when viewed from behind and aligned to a perpendicular plumb from the hip. 

Size 
Size is important as it affects a female’s ability to carry crias successfully and male’s ability to mount and breed females. A mature animal measures from approximately 34” at the wither and weighs approximately 140lbs and up.

Reproductive Soundness 


The alpaca has the appropriate external reproductive organs.  

Females should be able to breed, conceive readily, carry successfully to term, and be able to mother and nurse. The female external genitalia shall be vertical and normal in appearance and size, with four functioning teats.  

Males should be able to breed and impregnate.  They should have two equally sized, well-formed testes of proper consistency.

There should be no evidence of hermaphrodism in either gender.  

While there are variations on individual components within the scope of conformation, it is the totality of the package that determines the overall soundness of the alpaca. Conformation and soundness should never be compromised or ignored for the benefit of fiber or aesthetics.

